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Football in numbers – AusPlay (ASC) (May 2017)

Sport Population est. % of Population
1. FOOTBALL 1,104,815 4.5%
2. Golf 724,141 3.0%
3. Australian football 665,470 2.7%
4. Netball 640,607 2.6%
5. Tennis 568,248 2.3%
6. Cricket 543,695 2.2%
7. Basketball 539,998 2.2%
8. Touch Football 278,502 1.1%
9. Swimming 256,111 1.0%
10. Athletics, track and field        251,393 1.0%

Club sport top activities, January – December 2016



Football in numbers – Roy Morgan Research (March 2017)

Sport 2001 2016 Change
1. FOOTBALL 428,000 623,000 46%
2. Golf 814,000 621,000 -24%
3. Tennis 711,000 463,000 -35%
4. Basketball 422,000 438,000 4%
5. Cricket 418,000 377,000 -10%
6. Martial Arts 281,000 321,000 14%
7. Netball 414,000 315,000 -24%
8. Australian Football 256,000 253,000 -1%
9. Lawn Bowls 312,000 233,000 -25%
10. Darts 238,000 232,000 -3%

Competitive sport regular participants, age 14+



Football in numbers – more growth in 2017

+2.3%

Total players, outdoor winter season



Football in numbers – more growth in 2017

+3.2%

Female players, outdoor winter season



Football in numbers – more growth in 2017

+6.1%

Female players aged 5-11 years, outdoor winter 
season.
21% of all players are female.



Football in numbers – too many players!

Sutherland Shire FA 18,669 registered players*
770 matches to be scheduled every weekend on only 63 full-size
fields



The BIG facilities problem - fields, lighting, amenities



The BIG facilities problem – the solution

A partnership approach between football at all levels 
with local, state & federal governments



FFA Strategy – The Whole of Football Plan

Our vision is for “Football to 
be the largest and most 
popular sport in Australia”.

A National Facilities 
Strategy will bring a co-
ordinated approach to the 
delivery of traditional 
facilities and will be 
implemented by Football’s 
Member Federations. 



FFA Strategy – audit, analysis and advocacy



FFA Strategy – sharing information

Football Federation South Australia

News releases - Tom Koutsantonis

STATE BUDGET 2016-17: $10 million 

to support grass-roots football clubs

https://www.premier.sa.gov.au/index.php/tom-koutsantonis-news-releases/656-state-budget-2016-17-10-million-to-support-grass-roots-football-clubs


What you can do

Tell the story of football

Seek out opportunities

Engage with your elected representatives



Reasons to be cheerful....



A final thought…



footballfacilities.com.au


